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WHO’S WHO IN THE BENEFICE 
 

Priest-in-Charge Revd Gary Best, The Rectory, Earl Soham (Day off Friday) 

Email: revgarybest@gmail.com 

01728 685550 

07493 072 695 

Curate 

 

Revd Kathleen Martin, Firs Farm, Monewden 

Email: rev.kay@yahoo.com 

01473 737285 

07928 799 416 

Lay Elders Mrs. Mary Vellacott, Stretham House, Earl Soham,  

Miss Amber Pearce-Wright,  

01728 685 423 

 

Mag. Editor Revd Gary Best, E-Mail: midloesmagazine@gmail.com 01728 685550 

 ASHFIELD  

Churchwardens 

— 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Robert Grimsey,   

email: Robert@rwgrimsey.co.uk 

Robert Grimsey, as above 

Robert Grimsey, as above 

01728 685 203 

 

 

 

 CHARSFIELD  

Churchwardens 

— 

Secretary 

 

Treasurer 

Linda Stratton 

Mike Bamford 

Beverley Gugenheim, The Cottage, The Street, Charsfield 

Email:  bev@gugenheim.net   

Ros Wilson, Buttons Farmhouse, Monewden Road, 

Charsfield.  Email: arw@headstart.it  

01473 737771 

 

 

01473 737667 

 CRETINGHAM  

Churchwardens 

“ 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Alister Gourlay, Tubric Cottage, Cretingham 

Mrs. Heather Runacres, Dove Farm Cotts. Cretingham 

 

Alister Gourlay, Tubric Cottage, Cretingham 

01728 685 335 

01728 685736 

 

01728 685 335 

 DALLINGHOO  

Churchwardens 

“ 

 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Mrs. Charlotte Sullivan,   

email : charlottesullivan87@yahoo.com 

 

Tina Love, 2 Blacksmiths Cottages, Dallinghoo 

Ros Bayley,  ros.bayley@googlemail.com 

07967743006 

 

 

01473 737653 

 

  
Who’s Who continues on the inside back cover 

 

The Deadline for contributions to the  

JUNE 2023  edition is  

SUNDAY 21ST MAY 

mailto:bev@gugenheim.net
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MID LOES BENEFICE 
Ashfield-cum-Thorpe, Charsfield with Debach 

Cretingham, Dallinghoo, Earl Soham, 

Hoo, Letheringham and Monewden  

 

April-May 2023 
 

From The Rectory... 
 

 

So, here I am writing my editorial approaching the ‘last of the first’ 

of all the church celebrations here in Mid-Loes, as we approach 

Easter, a time of new life, new beginnings and that is exactly how      

I feel as I approach the end of my first year of serving within this 

benefice. 

I cannot deny that the thought of serving 8 parishes, dealing with   

8 PCC’s!, etc, etc, would not suit everyone and I don’t believe 

anyone would do it for fun, but for me, this is the power of God’s 

calling, a true sense of vocation in my being here in East Suffolk. 

The past 12 months have been a real blessing for me. The warmth 

and depth of hospitality shown by everyone I have met, has been 

truly wonderful and to be living in such a beautiful part of the 

county, is more than I could have imagined. My own ministry                  

is centred around the act of hospitality, of welcoming all whom                

I meet, in whatever context. It is through hospitality that each of us 

can extend an act of friendship, of support, of compassion, of love, 

to friends and strangers alike, and that is not only the centre of my 

ministry, but it is how I have been met here in Suffolk. 

Lent has provided a time of reflection for myself and, being 

completely open with you, I have asked myself the question as to 

whether being here in Suffolk is the right place for me. Did I feel I 

was able to contribute to life across the benefice? Would I be able 
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to contribute to the rural way of life that we live day to day, 

perhaps living out of my comfort zone? Lots of questions, resulting 

in lots of reflection during Lent and every question I have been 

asking, the same answer kept coming back to me…. YES, this is 

where I have put you and I have put you here for a purpose, serving 

alongside others, serving to many across the parishes. Yes, this is 

the right place for me to be… that is my Lenten reflection and that 

is what sits comfortably in my heart and mind. 

But, now having lived here for 12 months, I cannot use the               

‘new boy’ card anymore. I feel at home and welcomed by so many 

and feel very much part of the local community. So, thank you                

to each and every person that I have met and those I haven’t met 

yet, for making my first year such a good one, but the journey          

now begins. 

Having held various Listening Events during the past 6 weeks,           

the Ministry Team and I will be reviewing your thoughts on church 

and ministry going forward here in Mid-Loes. What that looks like, 

we will let you know within a couple of months, but I know that it 

will be an exciting time and, most of all, we will continue to share 

the love of God within our community, through ministry                  

and service, supporting ALL through life’s joys and sorrows. 

Thank you to everyone for all that you have contributed in making 

my first year such a blessed year. 

Love and Blessings, Revd Gary Best 

SAVE THE DATE 

Vicar’s Tea Party 
To be held at The Rectory, Earl Soham, Saturday 1st July 

MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW 
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 PRAYER FOR HEALING 
  

A small group meets every month and if you 

would like prayer for yourself or someone close 

who is ill or in any kind of need  

please get in touch with any of the following: 

  

 Kathleen Martin  - 01473 737 285 

 Pauline Cobley - 01473 737 317 

       Margaret Salter - 01473 737 182 

Mary Vellacott -  01728  685423 

Benefice Choir 
The next service where the choir will be present, is being held at: 

St. Peter’s Church, Cretingham 
Palm Sunday 

Sunday 2nd April —  Choir present from 9am 
If you would like more information, please contact  

Revd Gary Best or David Irlande. 

 Revd Gary Best  -  revgarybest@gmail.com; 01728 685 550  
David Irlande  -  davidirlande@gmail.com; 07931 594 325 

about:blank


4 

 

EARL SOHAM NOTES 

APCM  This year’s Annual Parochial Church Meeting takes place                    

at St. Mary’s Church on Monday 16th May, 7.30pm.  

Rota for the Altar and Roll of Honour Flowers  

and Brasses — St. Mary’s 

APRIL 8th-30th only Mrs Lebus 

May Mrs Stott 

June Mrs Rothery / Mrs Hinton 

July Mrs Edmundson 

Any Problems Ring Denise —685234 

EARL SOHAM WI  
Is a friendly group with around 50 mem-

bers, holding interesting, informative,   

and entertaining meetings normally on the 

4th Thursday of each month at 7pm.  
 

Our next meetings are on:  
Thursday 27th April  -  in Brandeston village hall at 7pm.  

Resolutions Meeting 
Robert Charlesheade -  In Search of Secret Suffolk 

 
Thursday 25th May  -  in Brandeston village hall at 7pm.  

Rotating Games Evening 
 

Visitors and new members are always welcome at our meetings.  
So why not come along and give us a try.  
For more information and to contact Earl Soham WI please find us 
at www.sefwi.org.uk  or contact Eleri Whitham - 01728 628614. 

http://www.sefwi.org.uk/
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CRETINGHAM NOTES 

Mothering Sunday – a big thank you to Revd Kathleen Martin for a 
wonderful service on Sunday (19/3).  We started by lighting candles 
to remember our Mothers and all who cared for us as children – 
remembering those with us still and those who have passed.  
Hymns and very thoughtful readings, posies blessed and distributed.  
A sermon that resonated with each and everyone of us, so 
thoughtful and inclusive.  It seemed very natural to then follow              
this with Holy Communion.  A wonderful service. 

We need volunteers,  for 1 hours cleaning only, in months of 
August / October & November – if you can offer just one hour 
please contact Heather (h.runacres@hotmail.co.uk). 

Thank you to everyone who came and supported our BEETLE 
DRIVE fundraiser.  Lots of frantic dice rolling, shouting of BEETLE.  
Hot supper, bar and prizes made for a great evening on a very wet 
cold night.   

Flower and Cleaning Rota 2023 

  Altar Flowers Cleaning 

April Mrs Coe Mr & Mrs Gourlay 

May Mrs Cobley Mr & Mrs Runacres 

COFFEE & CHAT 
St. Peters Church,  

Cretingham                                        

10am – 12noon on Saturday 8th April 
 

OPEN TO EVERYONE from any village … just bring 
yourself for a cup of coffee/tea and biscuit  

and enjoy the company. We look forward to seeing you xx 
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CRETINGHAM NOTES 

Benefice Service—2nd April 
PALM SUNDAY 

Meet at Oak Corner, Cretingham at 9.45am when we will 

commence our Palm Procession down to St.Peters.    
Alternatively please gather at the Church for our  

10am Holy Communion Service. 

CELEBRATING EASTER AT  

ST. PETERS CRETINGHAM 
 

EASTER STALL in CHURCH 

Saturday 8th April  2023    

10am to 12noon 
Join us to browse the stalls, have a chat and taste the delicious 

refreshments on offer.   

Also – 

Raffle for Easter Egg and other prizes 

Coffee & Teas and freshly baked refreshments 

Produce stall / Books / Plants etc 

Chocolate Tombola 

Easter Sunday Service 9.30am            
Holy Communion - Sunday 9th April 

Come and join us for this                  
uplifting service. 

‘because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have believed’     

(John Ch20 v29) 
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CRETINGHAM NOTES 
 

St. Peters Church Cretingham’s Annual Parochial Church Meeting  
is on Sunday 14th May at 11.30am  in Monewden Village Hall.          
We start the meeting  joined with our friends from Monewden          
and Ashfield, then breaking to discuss matters in our individual 
parishes. 

SERVICES at St. Peter’s, Cretingham,  

for APRIL/MAY 2023 

 

2nd April – 10am Benefice Service Holy Communion  

6th April – 7pm Maundy Thursday  Stripping the Altar  

9th April - 9.30am  Holy Communion 

16th April – 10am Holy Communion 

14th May – 10am Morning Prayer 

21st May – 10am Holy Communion 

Save The Date 

Sunday 25th June  -  3pm  

Patronal Festival in St. Peters followed by Afternoon Tea 

being served in the churchyard. 

Saturday 15th July 

Church Summer Fete on Oak Corner. 

Weekend of 9th/10th September 

Harvest Festival & Supper 

Saturday 18th November – Race Night 

EASTER FLOWERS in Church 

Do pop in and visit to view the marvellous flower displays in each 

window and on each ledge celebrating Easter. 
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Cretingham, Monewden and Hoo Parish Council. 
 

YOUR Parish Council needs you! 

The local elections at the beginning of May mark a new 4-year cycle for your 

Parish Councillors. The Cretingham, Monewden and Hoo PC comprises of 

nine Councillors - 4 representing Cretingham, 3 representing Monewden and 

2 representing Hoo. They meet on four occasions during the year although 

additional meetings can be called - often to seek villagers’ views on planning           

or other matters. 

 

A significant proportion of the current council are seeking re-election but this 

does not preclude anyone resident, working, or owning land in one of the 

three parishes seeking election as a Councillor. Candidates for election must 

be 18+. At the time of writing (14.03.23) we are likely to have two vacancies 

- for Councillors representing Cretingham. If there are more candidates than 

places then a formal election would take place alongside the District Council 

elections on Thursday 4th May. 

 

If you would like to know more please contact our acting Parish Clerk - 

Caroline Saxby by email at cmhparishcouncil@gmail.com or contact one  

of the current Councillors - for Cretingham - David Egan, Alister Gourlay, 

Michael Oliver and Tessa Solomon; for Monewden - Richard Chenery, Brian 

Martin and Caroline Saxby; and for Hoo - Andrew Branton and Alan Peat. 

For nomination forms email your request to elections@eastsuffolk.gov.uk 

 

It would be reassuring to have a full quota of nine Councillors so as to spread       

the specific responsibilities (highways; Police; planning; environment; 

services; finance; health & education) across the whole council. 

 

We are responsible for an annual budget of just under £3,000 with an 

equivalent sum in Infrastructure Levy to be committed in the next 12-18 

months - YOUR input as a new Councillor would be valued. 

 

Our website is: www.cretinghammonewdenhoo.onesuffolk.net 

 

Alister Gourlay.  CMH Parish Council Chair 2022-23.  

mailto:cmhparishcouncil@gmail.com
mailto:elections@eastsuffolk.gov.uk
http://www.cretinghammonewdenhoo.onesuffolk.net/
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MONEWDEN NOTES 

READERS FOR MARCH: April 9th Easter Sunday - James and Martine; 
April 30th - Jill and Paul. 

LENT LUNCHES: Kathleen hosted two well attended Lent Lunches        
at Firs Farm on March 1st and 15th at which £170 was raised for the 
Bishop's Lent Appeal for Kagera. 

MARCH 100 CLUB WINNERS: £25 P. Keeble; £15 S. Rose; £10 J. Coe. 

EASTER SERVICES: The Good Friday Service will this year be at 2pm 
and the Easter Sunday Service at 11am. 

Our next COFFEE MORNING will be on Saturday, April 15th from 
10am onwards. Coffee, tea, breakfast and bacon rolls will be served. 
Come and join us, this monthly event is now very popular.                    
The 100 Club draw prizes for April will be drawn at this event. 

PCC MEETING: There will be a PCC meeting on April 4th, 7.30pm        
at Firs Farm 

DATE FLOWERS            

AND BRASSES 

CLEANING SIDESPERSON COFFEE 

April 2nd  
F. Watts                

& C. Saxby 
  

April 9th L. Grier  L. Grier W. Heath 

April 16th  J. Vonberg   

April 23rd J. Vonberg  J. Dinwiddy C. Saxby 

April 30th C. Saxby  W. Heath   
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SAVE THE DATE - 4th JUNE 

Monewden PCC are planning an event in the garden at Firs Farm, 
Monewden in the afternoon of June 4th.  There will be something               

of interest for the whole family. 
There will be more details to follow as we get closer to the date                     

so please keep this date free. 

MONEWDEN NOTES 
 

 

READERS FOR MAY: 14th Mel, Sheila; others TBC. 

Our next COFFEE MORNING will be on Saturday, May 20th from 
10am onwards. Coffee, tea, breakfast and bacon rolls will be 
served. The 100 Club draw prizes for May will be drawn at this 
event. 

CORONATION: See main advert on page 13. Come and join in the 
fun at the village hall on Sunday, May 7th at 3pm. If you feel that 
you could help in any way please contact Richard or Alison Chenery 
on 07801 240473. 

DATE FLOWERS            

AND BRASSES 

CLEANING SIDESPERSON COFFEE 

May 7th Benefice Service—held at St. Mary’s, Ashfield 

May 14th F. Watts M. Sills P. Keeble W. Heath 

May 21st — — — — 

May 28th W. Heath L. Grier B. Martin C. Saxby 

St. Mary’s Church, Monewden 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting   

Sunday 14th May at 11.30am 
Being held in Monewden Village Hall 
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 Easter Services across the Benefice 

Palm Sunday  -  Benefice Service 
Sunday 2nd April - St. Peter’s Church, Cretingham 

(if you are able to undertake the walk, meet at Oak Corner 
at 9.45am, where there will be a Palm Procession to the church) 

 

Maundy Thursday  -  April 6th 
St. Peter’s, Cretingham  -  Stripping of the Altar  -  7pm 

 

Good Friday  -  Friday 7th April  

St. Mary’s, Ashfield  -  Service of Reflection  -  10am 

St. Mary’s, Earl Soham  -  Walk of Witness  -  9.45am  
(If you are able to undertake the walk, meet at the Village Green,                          

where there will be a walk to the church) 

St. Mary’s, Monewden  -  Hour at the Cross  -  2pm 
(A service of music and reflection) 

 

Easter Sunday 
Holy Communion at all Easter Day Services,                                                 

to which all are welcome. 

St. Mary’s, Ashfield  -  8.30am 

St. Peter’s, Charsfield  -  9.30am 

St. Peter’s, Cretingham  -  9.30am 

St. Mary’s, Dallinghoo  -  11am 

St. Mary’s, Earl Soham  -  11am 

St. Andrew and St. Eustachius, Hoo  -  8.30am 

St. Mary’s, Letheringham  -  9.30am 

St. Mary’s, Monewden  -  11am 
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 EARL SOHAM BOWLS CLUB 
Earl Soham Bowls Club members play            

every Saturday afternoon from 22 April            

until 23 September 2023 at the bowling green 

(opposite John Hutton Butchers) at 2.30pm. 

We are looking for new members to join.    

No previous experience necessary so, if you 

would like to come along one Saturday afternoon and have a go, 

you would be most welcome. 

If you have any further questions, please contact: 

Martin Dorey (Club Secretary) on telephone: 01728 684880,  

or email: martin.dorey58@btinternet.com 

SUFFOLK PLANT MACHINERY 
Your local friendly plant machinery hire company based in 

Brundish Nr Framlingham with 20 years experience in machinery 

hire and Bobcat sales. 

We offer a full range of diggers from micro 1-ton 

machines to gain access through doorways to 6-8 

ton machines for larger jobs, dumpers, skid steer 

loaders, mini telehandlers and specialised 

attachments for the machines. 

• Prompt friendly service at a sensible price 

• We can offer self-drive or with experiencedoperators. 

• We can offer full delivery and collection service 

for machines if required. 

• No job too small or too big and advice given if 

needed. 

We also have full workshop facilities for repairs 

and servicing of any machines.  

Please call to discuss your requirements on 01379 384977.  

Email office@suffolkplantmachinery.co.uk 

about:blank
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DALLINGHOO NOTES 

Please join us for our Easter Sunday Service                                
at St. Mary’s, with a Holy Communion Service                      

starting at 11am. 

Refer to pages 22-24 for all forthcoming services taking place 
during April and May. 

BENEFICE MAGAZINE EDITOR 
The Benefice Magazine is seeking a new Editor to manage the editorial 

content and layout of this magazine. The role of the Editor will involve 

proof-reading the copy and laying out the pages, as well as having 

‘artistic licence’ to keep the magazine exciting and relevant. A good 

understanding of Microsoft Word, Excel and Publisher would be an 

advantage. Please contact: Revd Gary Best: 01728 685 550  

Wanted: Small Flower Pots 

With the Dallinghoo Car Boot, Plant & Cake Sale scheduled for 
Saturday 15th April, we find we are again short of small plastic 
flower pots. Those especially wanted are the 3½" (9mm) size, 

either square or round. If you have any spare and could deliver 
them to The Old Rectory - just drop them inside our gate- that 
would be very much appreciated. Alternatively, If you prefer to 

have them collected, please call 01473-737700. 

St. Mary’s Church, Dallinghoo 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting   

Sunday 21st May at 11.30am 

Being held in the church to which all are welcome. 
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CHARSFIELD WITH DEBACH NOTES 
 

Food Bank 
Food can be donated to the Food Bank at a collection point in the 
porch of Charsfield Church. Currently the Food Bank are requesting 
Cup a Soup, tinned vegetables, fruit and potatoes, instant mash, 
instant noodles and microwave puddings/cake. Also, toiletries, 
toothpaste and toothbrushes. 
 

Cream Teas  

Charsfield Church 

3-5pm  

Second Sunday of  

June (11th);  July (9th);   

August (13th);  September (10th) 

All proceeds to church funds 

Cleaning Rota April - May 2023 

April 9th April 23rd 

Linda & Kurt Gill & Beverley 

May 7th May 21st 

Ros & Lucy Angela & Joyce 

Flower Rota April - May 2023 

April 8th April 15th April 22nd April 29th 

Everyone Everyone Angela Farmer Sheila Green 

May 6th May 13th May 20th May 27th 

Sheila Green Lucy Fox Lucy Fox Gill Winkworth 
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CHARSFIELD WITH DEBACH NOTES 

Coffee Morning Hill Farm 

Friday 12 May 10-12noon 
Advance notice of the                                  

Hill Farm Coffee Morning 

We would be particularly grateful for 

plants for the plant stall. Please help if you can and let             

Margaret know on 01473 737182. 

Similarly, if you have books or bric-a-brac, contact Margaret.               
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Key to Service Leader: GB = Revd Gary Best; KM = Revd Kathleen Martin;   

WG = Revd Wendy Gourlay;  APW = Amber Pearce Williams, Lay Elder;   

CW = Churchwarden; VB = Veda Berriman, Reader. 

Services for April 2023 
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Services continued for April 2023 

Key to Service Leader: GB = Revd Gary Best; KM = Revd Kathleen Martin;                              

WG = Revd Wendy Gourlay;  APW = Amber Pearce Williams, Lay Elder;   

CW = Churchwarden; VB = Veda Berriman, Reader. 
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 Services for May 2023 

Key to Service Leader: GB = Revd Gary Best; KM = Revd Kathleen Martin;   

WG = Revd Wendy Gourlay;  APW = Amber Pearce Williams, Lay Elder;   

CW = Churchwarden; VB = Veda Berriman, Reader. 

Benefice Service 

Sunday 7th May 2023 

St. Mary’s Church, Ashfield—10am 
Please join us for this very special Benefice Service  

as we celebrate the Coronation of King Charles III. 
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 Bible Readings for April and May 2023 

Date Readings Psalm 

April 2nd Psalm 118: 19-24 

Matthew 21: 1-11 

 

 

April 9th Acts 10: 34-43 

Matthew 28: 1-10 

118: 14-24 

 

April 16th Acts 2: 14a, 22-32 

John 20: 19-end 

16 

April 23rd Acts 2: 14a, 36-41 

Luke 24: 13-35 

116: 1-7 

April 30th Acts 2: 42-end 

John 10: 1-10 

23 

May 7th Acts 7: 55-end    

Subject to change                                

John 14: 1-14 

31: 1-5 

May 14th Acts 17: 22-31 

John 14: 15-21 

Psalm 66: 7-end 

May 21st Acts 1: 6-14 

John 17: 1-11 

Psalm 68: 1-10 

May 28th Acts 2: 1-21 

John 20: 19-31 

Psalm 104: 26-end 
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CHARSFIELD WITH DEBACH NOTES 

Please support by making a cake, donating plants, bric-a-brac, books 

or a raffle prize. Even better, come and join us!  

We can collect donated items. Please contact: 

Linda or Margaret 

01473 737771 or 01473 737182. 

Looking forward to seeing you there! 
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Charsfield Baptist Chapel 

Come and join us on Easter Sunday at 11am in the chapel.              
John Green will be taking our service, and refreshments will be 
served afterwards. 

Please note that after the Easter weekend, our morning prayer 
times in the chapel will be extended to a full hour again,     
from 9.30-10.30am Tuesday to Friday.  
You are welcome to call in for a part or all of the time.  

Sing-along Suppers will be held in the Chapel hall on                                                         

Friday April 14th and Friday May 12th at 6.30pm.                                
We look forward to seeing Alan and Gwenda Ludkin again on          

May 12th, when they will be leading the singing on the accordion. 
All welcome. No tickets required.  

Charsfield and Dallinghoo Women's Institute 

We invite you to join us or visit us and enjoy 

interesting speakers, friendly company           

and excellent catering!  

Our meetings are held at either Dallinghoo 
village hall (in the summer) or Charsfield 

village hall (in the winter) on the second Monday of the month       
at 7.45pm. 
Guests and new members are always welcome - for more 
information contact the President, Maureen Arbon 
at thearbons@btinternet.com or 01473 737346 
We would love to have some new members join us.                       
Give us a try, come along as a guest and see what we're like! 
Planned Speakers for the next two months are: 

17th April - Dallinghoo Village Hall 7.45pm  
Rubbish Tales from a Serial Litter Picker—Jason Alexander 
15th May - Dallinghoo Village Hall 7.45pm  
The Long Road to Becoming a Writer—Natalie Meg Evans 

mailto:thearbons@btinternet.com
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Charsfield Recreation Ground  

There have been big changes in the membership of the committee this 
year.  Many thanks to the members of the committee who stepped down, 
for their hard work and contributions to our community. 

The new Committee looks like this: 
Gerry Smith (Chair)  

Ben Pike (Vice Chair) – new member 
Jan Carley (Secretary) – returning member 

Graham Pettingale (Treasurer)  
Pat Long 

Antony Wilson  
Sue McEntegart (100 Club) – new member 

 
We would welcome more members so anyone who might be interested in 
joining the committee or willing to offer help with events or maintenance, 
please contact  jancarleycharsfield@icloud.com.   We are particularly 
looking to set up a planning group to organise CHARSFEST in 2024          
and beyond.  The current committee is just too small to manage this. 

We would like to welcome to the village, everyone who has moved into  
St Peter’s Close.   It has been great to see such enthusiasm for our 
village’s activities from many of you.   

The 100 Club continues and is significant for raising maintenance funds 
for the Ground.  There are available numbers and if you are interested, 
please get in touch with Sue  - sue.mcentegart@btinternet.com  

Our Fundraising Plan for 2023 is as follows, 

so please save the dates in your diary: 

Sunday 23 April – St George’s Brunch in the Village Hall 

Golf Day – date potentially in June - to be confirmed 

September – Brunch in the Village Hall – date to be confirmed 

October – Quiz – Date to be confirmed 

The deadline for contributions to the 

JUNE 2023 edition is 

SUNDAY 21st MAY 
Anything sent after this date will not be included. 

about:blank
about:blank
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ASHFIELD NOTES 
 

The Pastoral Quire comes to Ashfield; I am delighted to be able to 
let you know that the 'Pastoral Quire' will be at St Mary's on 
Saturday 13th May, 7 for 7.30pm start. The evening will consist of 
'Madrigals and Bird Songs'. Refreshments in the form of drinks and 
canapés will be served. This promises to be a truly amazing evening 
not to be missed! Full details will be circulated shortly in the first 
instance ticket enquiries should be made by email 
to; robert@rwgrimsey.co.uk. Thank you. 

PARISH COUNCIL; 

Parish Council Elections; This year sees the four yearly elections        
of both Parish and District Councils. Every serving Councillor is 
required to stand down and seek re-election, Ashfield Parish 
Council can have upto seven Councillors, if more nominations than 
that are received it will go to an election. Details of how to go 
about putting yourself forward can be found on the village website. 

Forthcoming meetings;  

Monday 17th April at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, Annual Parish 
Meeting. The yearly meeting when residents are encouraged to 
come along and hear reports from the Parish Council and other 
organisations in the village and ask questions of those responsible. 

Monday 15th May at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, the Annual 
Meeting of the Parish Council. At this meeting newly elected Parish 
Councillors will sign the papers authorising them to serve for a four 
year term. 

ELECTIONS 2023. 

As mentioned above this is an election year. Polling Day for District 
Council and Parish Council elections is Thursday 4th May with 
polling stations open from 7am to 10pm. Ashfield's polling station 
will be the Village Hall. Please be aware that this year for the first 
time photo ID will be required to be able to vote in person! These 
can include Driving Licence, Passport or other official forms of 
photo identity. 

mailto:robert@rwgrimsey.co.uk
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ASHFIELD NOTES 
 

Magazine donations; Thank you to everyone who has already 
made a donation towards the costs of producing the Benefice 
Magazine. This is really appreciated. It has been brought to my 
attention that to make an online banking payment it is necessary  
to record the full account name 'Ashfield Parochial Church 
Council' [not Ashfield PCC which is acceptable on cheques].                    
If you have tried unsuccessfully to make an electronic payment 
please do try again. Thank you. 

Beetle Drive; Another very enjoyable evening was held recently. 
Despite the number attending for various reasons being quite 
small, everyone there thoroughly enjoyed themselves. My thanks 
to everyone who helped with this in any way. A profit of just over 
£250 was made which will go into church funds. Thank you 
everyone who supported us. 

Easter Services; We will be hosting two services at Easter.                
On Good Friday at 10am a quiet/reflective act of worship led by 
Revd Kathleen and on Easter Day at 8.30am a service of Holy 
Communion with Revd Gary. We look forward to welcoming you        
to either or both of these. 

Coronation Sunday 7th May; St Mary's will be hosting a special 
service of Holy Communion for Ashfield and the wider benefice at 
10am to which everyone is welcome as we formally acknowledge 
King Charle III's enthronement as King and Supreme Governor of 
the Church of England. This special service will be followed by 
coffee/tea and refreshments, an ideal opportunity to join in and 
get to know people! More details will be circulated nearer the time 
meanwhile please put the date into your diaries! 

Contributions to the Magazine 
Please note that any contributions to the magazine need to be sent to the following e-mail address: 

midloesmagazine@gmail.com 
If you need to discuss the magazine, please contact 

Revd Gary Best - 01728 685 550 

mailto:midloesmagazine@gmail.com
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The Parish Church of St. Mary, Letheringham 
Easter Sunday  -  9th April 2023 

There will be an Easter service at Letheringham Parish Church, 
officiated by Reverend  Gary Best.  

Please join us at 10am. 
We look forward to welcoming you. 
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LETHERINGHAM NOTES 
 

Letheringham PCC are very delighted to announce that with the six 
‘Mardles’, a Springtime Concert, a ‘Teddy Bear Drop’ family event, 
and a Bridge Drive in 2022, a fantastic sum of £3666 was raised for 
the Priory Church of St.Mary’s, Letheringham, Restoration Fund.  
The PCC would like to thank all those who attended these events 
and generously donated. The monies raised will make a huge 
contribution to the restoration and upkeep of the church buildings, 
as well as to the proposed toilet facility at the Church, which the 
LPCC are currently seeking planning permission to install.   
 
The fundraising team have already been busy planning fundraising 
events for 2023 and, so far, have the following   

‘Save the Dates’ for your diary: 
Mardles at Letheringham and Easton Village Hall, Easton: 

 

 Monday 24th April 2023 7pm 
 The work of the Charity ‘St Elizabeth Hospice’  

presented by John Hammond 
 

 Monday 2nd June  2023 7pm 
 ‘Craftmanship in Silver’  

A short overview of the Silversmith’s craft 
presented by Graeme Sagar 

 
 

John Kerr MBE 

It was with great sadness that we learnt 
of the death of John Kerr who was born 
in Letheringham and spent much of his 
life developing WM Kerr Farms from 
Office Farm Letheringham.  

John was born in Suffolk in 1939, just a year after his parents had 
moved from Scotland to start a new life farming in Letheringham. 
His Father William (Willy) Kerr was for many years the Church 
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LETHERINGHAM NOTES 

Warden at St Mary’s Letheringham and John had supported the 
Church throughout his life.  

John was a pupil at Framlingham College and subsequently Writtle 
Agricultural College. His first business venture, at the age of 21, was 
as a tenant farmer on 300 acres leased from the Glemham Estate, 
and from relatively small beginnings over the years he built WM 
Kerr Farms into a very successful and major agricultural enterprise.  

John met Jill his wife, at Young Farmers, and the couple married in 
1967. As well as their four grown-up children, the couple have eight 
grandchildren. 

He became a high-profile figure in Suffolk, with leading roles in 
agriculture, football, the Suffolk Show, the Lieutenancy, the 
judiciary and within the local community. 

From 1991 to 95 John was chairman of Ipswich Town FC and was 
delighted when Ipswich gained promotion to become one of the 
founding members of the new Premier League in 1992, whilst he 
was Chairman of the club.  

John was a Deputy Lieutenant of Suffolk, and deputy to former Lord 
Lieutenant Lord Tollemache. He served as High Sheriff of Suffolk in 
1995, was awarded the MBE for services to agriculture in 1986 and 
an honorary doctorate from Essex University in 2002. 

His work in the local community was just as important to him as 
many of his high profile roles. He served as President of both 
Woodbridge and Framlingham Horse Shows, Chairman of Easton 
Parish Council, and President of the village bowls club. He had also 
been chairman of the Woodbridge magistrates bench, a governor 
at Woodbridge School, and chairman of the Deben Farm Club. 

The family have said: “We have been overwhelmed by the touching 
messages we’ve received, some from people we had no idea he had 
helped over the years.” 

John Kerr MBE will be sadly missed by many. RIP. 
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OUR READERS ARE PLEASED TO HAVE LOCAL 

BUSINESSESS TO CONTACT WHEN THEY NEED 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES. 
If you would like to advertise in this magazine’s  

Directory of Local Businesses please contact Mrs. Caroline Saxby,                 

our advertising Manager who will be pleased to give you full details. 

 Get in touch with her by phoning  

01473 277146 or e-mailing: saxbies@hotmail.com 

S.G.Parker 
Painting & Decorating 

Interior & Exterior   
City & Guilds 

Over 30 years experience 
Reliable & friendly service 

For a free estimate 
Please call: 

01728685980 or 07572966167 

 

Gull Cottage 

Cattery 

A safe, peaceful and attractive 

rural retreat, exclusively for 

cats, where cuddles are 

guaranteed. 

Dallinghoo, Woodbridge, 

Suffolk IP13 0LT 

Contact 

Lawrence & Juliet Frohn 

Tel: 01473 737 450 
 

E-mail: cats@gullcottagecattery.co.uk 

www.gullcottagecattery.co.uk 

M 07899 696507 

E willfrohn@icloud.com 

wfbrickwork 

BRICKWORK - BLOCKWORK  

REPOINTING - PATHS 

LANDSCAPING  -  PAVING   

PATIOS  -  RENDERING 
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Repair, Full Restoration or Simple 

Mechanical Resuscitation for all makes 

of bicycle 

Specialising in British Made Bicycles 

from 1950-1990 

For Information & Advice Call:  

07954 341972 
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Oak Corner Garden Care 

Alan Sutcliffe 

Garden Care 

Qualified lawn specialist with 30yrs as a 

head greenkeeper 

All types of garden work undertaken, 

fully insured, reliable and friendly service. 

3 Oak Corner, Cretingham, Woodbridge 

Alan.sutcliffe33@gmail.com 

07795368768 

 

 

 

 

 

BENEFICE MAGAZINE EDITOR 

The Benefice Magazine is seeking a new Editor to manage the edi-
torial content and layout of this magazine. The role of the Editor 

will involve proof-reading the copy and laying out the pages,                 
as well as having ‘artistic licence’ to keep the magazine exciting and 

relevant. A good understanding of Microsoft Word, Excel                     
and Publisher would be an advantage. If you wish to have a further 

conversation, please contact Revd Gary Best:  

01728 685 550      revgarybest@gmail.com 

Contributions to the Magazine 
Please note that any contributions to the magazine need to be sent to the 

following e-mail address:  

midloesmagazine@gmail.com 

mailto:midloesmagazine@gmail.com
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TREES WANTED 
FOR FIREWOOD 

 

REMOVED PROFESSIONALLY 
FREE OF CHARGE 

 
ROBERT GRAY 
01473 737462 
07788267311 

        LOCAL WINDOW CLEANER  
I am a registered sole trader and have 
been cleaning windows over 15 years 
I offer a conscientious service and do 

insides as well if required. Conservato-
ries and windows above them can be 

done too. 
Feel free to give me a call and arrange 

a free quote. 
call Kevin Saunders on 07549147871 

Yew Tree Court 
Framlingham Road, Earl Soham 

For Sale 
Serviced Plots to Build Own  

Business Premises 
For details contact Bruce Hinton 

Tel: 01728 685060 
Mobile: 07711 016664 

brucehinton@suffolkonline.net 

Graham Fowler 
Painter & Decorator 

 

For reliable, professional work at very 

reasonable prices. 

Also available for all those small jobs 

around the house that no one else wants 

to come out and do. 

For a free quote call now on 
01728 685 448 

07798832636 
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Need h  

If you wish to advertise in this 
space, please contact           

Caroline Saxby,                  
Advertising Manager: 

Tel: 01473 277146  

E-mail: saxbies@hotmail.com 

Brian Davey -  

Property Maintenance 
 

Painting & Decorating, Drives, Patios, 

Garden Walls and all repair work 

 

Local Business - covering Hoo, 

Framlingham & Woodbridge Areas 

 

Telephone (Hoo) 01473 737748 

DAVID HANNATT 
Home: 01473 333268 

Mob: 07899 288546 

Email: davidhannatt@gmail.com 
PAINTING AND DECORATING 

CERAMIC TILES 
GENERAL GARDENING 

& GRASS CUTTING 
FREE ESTIMATES 

 
Crowfield 
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CARAVAN/BOAT STORAGE 

PRIVATE  CONTAINER 

STORAGE 

CONTAINER OFFICE/

WORKROOM TO LET 

CL CARAVAN SITE 
Telephone Mike Lloyds 

07764515100 

8CW WINDOW CLEANING 
For all your window cleaning needs, 

regular or one-off. 
Well established window cleaner  

who also cleans and clears gutters, 

fascia's & conservatories. 
Simon Burton  

www.8CW.co.uk  simon@8CW.co.uk 

 07515 733 600 

Earl Soham Business Centre 
TO LET 

Offices, Workshops and Storage for  

Individuals and Small Businesses 
 

For details contact Bruce Hinton 

Tel: 01728 685 060 

Mobile: 07711 016664 

brucehinton@suffolkonline.net 

www.earlsohambusinesscentre.co.uk 

 

 

 

If you wish to advertise in this 

space, please contact  

Caroline Saxby,  
Advertising Manager: 

Tel: 01473 277146  

E-mail: saxbies@hotmail.com 

http://www.8CW.co.uk
mailto:simon@8CW.co.uk
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USEFUL CONTACTS 

Clerks to Parish Councils  

Ashfield Mrs Sarah Clare 
E-mail:  actpc.clerk@gmail.com 
Tel: 01449 781671 

Charsfield Pamela Hembra 
E-mail:  charsfieldparishcouncil@gmail.com 
Tel: 01473 737655 

Cretingham Acting Clerk : Caroline Saxby 
E-mail:  cmhparishcouncil@gmail.com 
Tel:   

Dallinghoo Chris Ling 
E-mail: Dallinghoo.parish@outlook.com 
Tel:  07963305205 

Earl Soham Guy Harvey 
E-mail:  espcclerk@gmail.com 
Tel: 01728 685729 

Hoo Caroline Saxby (see Cretingham above) 

Letheringham David Allan 
E-mail: letheringham@btinternet.com 
07411 277784 

Monewden Caroline Saxby (see Cretingham above) 

Village Hall/Community Centre Booking Secretaries: 

Ashfield Geoff Henney 
Tel: 07507 040041 
Email: sueandgeoffhenney@hotmail.co.uk 

Charsfield Website:   www.charsfieldvillagehall.org.uk 
Email:  enquiries@charsfieldvillagehall.org.uk 
Or Tel:  07935 445193 

Dallinghoo Mr Chris Pennington 
Tel:  01473 737 836 

Earl Soham Lorna Perkins 
Tel:  01728 684827 
Email: esvhbookings@gmail.com 

Monewden Sian Kingston 
Tel:  07887606717 
Email: sian@rskingston.com 
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Village Organisations 

ASHFIELD Community Council Ms Sam Thomas 07985 807683 

“ Ladies Group Mrs Susan Hansen 01728 685 738 

CHARSFIELD CEVC Primary School Mr Mark Taylor 01473 737 347 

“ WI Secretary Mrs Rosalin Baley 01473 737171 

“ Rec. Ground Com Mrs Jan Pedgrift 01473 737 701 

“ Tennis Club charsfieldrgtennis@yahoo.com 

“ Flower Show Secretary Mrs Pip Smith 01473 277166 

“ Village Hall Pam Hembra  
committee@charsfieldvillagehall.org.uk 

CRETINGHAM 100 Club Mr Alister Gourlay 01728 685 335 

DALLINGHOO Rec. Ground Com. Mr Derek Spall 01473 737 565 

“ Carpet Bowls Club Mr Cliff Green 01473 737 421 

“ Village Hall Com. Mr Derek Spall 01473 737 565 

EARL SOHAM FO St. Mary’s Mr John Stott 01728 861 340 

“ Primary School Mrs Jen Carlyle 01728 685 359 

“    

“ WI Secretary Mrs Daphne Dale 01728 621 292 

“ Village Hall Com. Lorna McCurrach 01394 388807 

“ 100 Club Christopher Pratt 01728 685 745 

“ Tennis Club Mrs Mary Patterson 01728 685 362 

“ Bowls Club Martin Dorey 01728 684880 

“ Scouts/Cubs/Beavers Mrs J. Lovett 01728 723 712 

“ Carpet Bowls Club Chris Pratt 01728 685745 

 
 

Allotment/Gardeners 
Association 

Mrs Mavis Kerridge 
Mr. John Stark 

01728 685 700 
01728 684 385 
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 WHO’S WHO IN THE BENEFICE (Continued from inside front cover)  

 EARL SOHAM  

Churchwardens 

—– 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Dr. John Elmore, Hill Farm, Earl Soham 

 

Mrs. Mavis Kerridge, The Malt House, Earl Soham 

Christopher Pratt, Waters Edge, Low Road, E. Soham 

01728 685 814 

—- 
01728 685 700 

01728 685 745 

 HOO  

Churchwardens  

“ 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Vacancy 

 

Mr.Trevor Branton, The Poplars, Pound Hill, Dallinghoo 

Mr Francis Whitbread  Archers Keep  Butts Ln  Deben-

ham  fwhitbread57@gmail.com 

 

 

01473 737 246 

07788 563827 

 LETHERINGHAM  

Churchwardens 

—– 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Vacancy 

 

 

Terence Carlin.  Email terence.carlin@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

01728 746480 

 MONEWDEN  

Churchwardens 

“ 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

David Grier, Northgates, Monewden 

Mr Brian Martin, Firs Farm, Monewden 

Mrs. Caroline Saxby, Maple Ho, Rookery Rd. Mon’den 

David & Lesley Grier, Northgates, Monewden 

01473 737 298 

01473 737 285 

01473 277 146 

01473 737 298 

 CHARSFIELD BAPTIST CHAPEL  

Leader/

Evangelist 

Secretary/

Treasurer 

Deacon 

John Green,  The Manse, The Street, Charsfield 

 

Mary Rowe, 15 Broad Road, Wickham Market 

 

Philip Read, 2, Owners Cottages, Hall Road, Charsfield 

01473 737861 

 

O1728 582243 

 

01473 737372 

 

   

In order to keep this information up to date  

please inform the Editor of changes as they occur.  

midloesmagazine@gmail.com 

The Deadline for contributions to the  

JUNE 2023  edition is  

SUNDAY 21ST MAY 



 

 

Easter Services across the Benefice 

Palm Sunday  -  Benefice Service 

Sunday 2nd April - St. Peter’s Church, Cretingham 

(if you are able to undertake the walk, meet at Oak Corner 
at 9.45am, where there will be a Palm Procession to the church) 

 

Maundy Thursday  -  April 6th 

St. Peter’s, Cretingham  -  Stripping of the Altar  -  7pm 
 

Good Friday  -  Friday 7th April  

St. Mary’s, Ashfield  -  Service of Reflection  -  10am 

St. Mary’s, Earl Soham  -  Walk of Witness  -  9.45am  
(If you are able to undertake the walk, meet at the Village Green,                          

where there will be a walk to the church) 

St. Mary’s, Monewden  -  Hour at the Cross  -  2pm 
(A service of music and reflection) 

 

Easter Sunday 

Holy Communion at all Easter Day Services,                                                 

to which all are welcome. 

St. Mary’s, Ashfield  -  8.30am 

St. Peter’s, Charsfield  -  9.30am 

St. Peter’s, Cretingham  -  9.30am 

St. Mary’s, Dallinghoo  -  11am 

St. Mary’s, Earl Soham  -  11am 

St. Andrew and St. Eustachius, Hoo  -  8.30am 

St. Mary’s, Letheringham  -  9.30am 

St. Mary’s, Monewden  -  11am 


