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WHO’S WHO IN THE BENEFICE 
 

Priest-in-Charge Revd Gary Best, The Rectory, Earl Soham (Day off Friday) 

Email: revgarybest@gmail.com 

01728 685550 

07493 072 695 

Curate 

 

Revd Kathleen Martin, Firs Farm, Monewden 

Email: rev.kay@yahoo.com 

01473 737285 

07928 799 416 

Lay Elders Mrs. Mary Vellacott, Stretham House, Earl Soham,  

Miss Amber Pearce-Wright,  

01728 685 423 

 

Mag. Editor Revd Gary Best, E-Mail: midloesmagazine@gmail.com 01728 685550 

 ASHFIELD  

Churchwardens 

— 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Robert Grimsey,   

email: Robert@rwgrimsey.co.uk 

Robert Grimsey, as above 

Robert Grimsey, as above 

01728 685 203 

 

 

 

 CHARSFIELD  

Churchwardens 

— 

Secretary 

 

Treasurer 

Linda Stratton 

Mike Bamford 

Beverley Gugenheim, The Cottage, The Street, Charsfield 

Email:  bev@gugenheim.net   

Vacancy 

01473 737771 

 

 

01473 737667 

 CRETINGHAM  

Churchwardens 

“ 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Alister Gourlay, Tubric Cottage, Cretingham 

Mrs. Heather Runacres, Dove Farm Cotts. Cretingham 

 

Alister Gourlay, Tubric Cottage, Cretingham 

01728 685 335 

01728 685736 

 

01728 685 335 

 DALLINGHOO  

Churchwardens 

“ 

 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Mrs. Charlotte Sullivan,   

email : charlottesullivan87@yahoo.com 

 

Tina Love, 2 Blacksmiths Cottages, Dallinghoo 

Ros Bayley,  ros.bayley@googlemail.com 

07967743006 

 

 

01473 737653 

 

  
Who’s Who continues on the inside back cover 

 

The Deadline for contributions to the  

JULY 2023  edition is  

SUNDAY 18TH JUNE 

mailto:bev@gugenheim.net
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MID LOES BENEFICE 
Ashfield-cum-Thorpe, Charsfield with Debach 

Cretingham, Dallinghoo, Earl Soham, 

Hoo, Letheringham and Monewden  

 

June 2023 
 

From The Rectory... 
 

 

‘I’m bored’... ’there’s nothing to do’… ‘my friends live so far away’… 

’tv is so boring these days’... phrases that I have heard many times 

before, not just from children, but from adults as well, and these 

phrases being said in suburbia as well as here in East Suffolk.  

These phrases leapt out at me as I was proofing this month’s 

magazine, because they are phrases that could not be further from 

the truth here in Mid-Loes.  

I am so excited to see so many events taking place across the 

benefice, events that are community focussed, being put together 

by various organisations such as village halls, schools, the church, 

each  offering something for everyone, across all age groups. Please 

take time to have a look at the range of events promoted within 

this magazine, from pop-up pubs to coffee mornings; from music 

nights to school fetes; from village fetes to film nights; from open 

gardens to music concerts… quite an extraordinary range of events 

for everyone to get involved. I also felt a sense of pride in reading 

of all the events taking place, knowing this is all happening in the 

area that I call home. 

I have written before about hospitality, the act of ’kindness in 

welcoming strangers or guests’ (Collins English Dictionary) and that is 

what each of the events listed in this month’s magazine represent. 
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I know many of the people who have worked tirelessly in putting 

these events together and I know that a warm welcome awaits 

everyone to which ever events you are able to attend. Who knows, 

perhaps we will hear ourselves and others saying… ‘so much to 

do’… ‘I don’t think I have time to fit it all in…’ 

I wanted to also take this opportunity to bring you up to date with 

one or two things that are moving forward within our churches.  

The Growing in God initiative is reaching a conclusion, with the 

Ministry Team reviewing all the responses received to various 

questionnaires and feedback from Listening Events, from which      

we will reach three priority goals for our churches for the next five 

years, an exciting project, and one that I hope will impact many 

people from within our benefice and beyond in a positive way          

for the future. 

A mid-week Holy Communion Service will begin from Wednesday 

14th June, 10.30am, which will be held at St. Mary’s, Dallinghoo,        

a service to which all are welcome. 

On Saturday 1st July, the first ‘Vicar’s Tea Party’ will take place          

at The Rectory, Earl Soham, an event that I hope will become an 

annual event and one for your diary. All monies made on the day 

will be shared between the benefice churches and a charity,          

with this year’s nominated charity being EACH, East Anglia’s 

Children’s Hospices, who will also be present on the day.                   

This is an event for everyone, so please do come along.  

Love and Blessings, Revd Gary Best 

MAGAZINE COPY DEADLINE FOR JULY ISSUE 

Sunday 18th June 

No copy will be used if received after this date. 



3 

 

 PRAYER FOR HEALING 
  

A small group meets every month and if you 

would like prayer for yourself or someone close 

who is ill or in any kind of need  

please get in touch with any of the following: 

  

 Kathleen Martin  - 01473 737 285 

 Pauline Cobley - 01473 737 317 

       Margaret Salter - 01473 737 182 

Mary Vellacott -  01728  685423 

Benefice Choir 
The next service where the choir will be present, is being held at: 

 

St. Mary’s Church, Dallinghoo 
Sunday 4th June —  Choir present from 9am 

 

If you would like more information, please contact  
Revd Gary Best or David Irlande. 

 Revd Gary Best  -  revgarybest@gmail.com; 01728 685 550  
David Irlande  -  davidirlande@gmail.com; 07931 594 325 

Benefice Mid-Week Service 

From Wednesday 14th June, there will be a  

Benefice Holy Communion Service  

taking place at St. Mary’s Church, Dallinghoo, at 10.30am. 

 

This service will then take place every Wednesday  

at St. Mary’s, Dallinghoo. 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

about:blank
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EARL SOHAM NOTES 

Rota for the Altar and Roll of Honour Flowers  

and Brasses — St. Mary’s 

June Mrs Rothery / Mrs Hinton 

July Mrs Edmundson 

Any Problems Ring Denise —685234 

EARL SOHAM WI  
Is a friendly group with around 50 mem-

bers, holding interesting, informative,   

and entertaining meetings normally on the 

4th Thursday of each month at 7pm.  
 

Our next meetings are on:  
Thursday 22nd June -  in Brandeston village hall at 7pm.  

Wildlife Crime Uncovered 
by Brian Calver 

 

Thursday 27th July -  Garden Meeting  
  At  D’Urbans Farm, Apsey Green, Framlingham 1P13 7RP 

by kind invitation of Rosie Western.  
 

Visitors and new members are always welcome at our meetings.  
So why not come along and give us a try.  
For more information and to contact Earl Soham WI please find us 
at www.sefwi.org.uk  or contact Eleri Whitham - 01728 628614. 

SAVE THE DATE 
EARL SOHAM VILLAGE FETE 

SATURDAY 5th AUGUST—2.30pm - 4.30pm on The Green 
Stalls - Games - Refreshments - Train Rides - Fun!  

in aid of St Mary's Church Fabric Fund  

http://www.sefwi.org.uk/
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Earl Soham School Fete 

Saturday 24th June 

All welcome! 

Please support Earl Soham School’s Summer Fete  

on Sat 24th June 12-2pm.  
Lots of attractions: Bar, BBQ, Music, Raffle, Games for all the 

family, and much much more. We would love to see lots of 

people from the wider community at our lovely village school. 
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CRETINGHAM NOTES 

* No cleaner for June – if anyone feels able to pop in and put a duster around it would be 

much appreciated.  Thankyou. 

Magazines. Thank you to everyone who has contributed towards the 
costs of printing this magazine. The total received is creeping slowly 
towards the “break-even” point. If you wish to help us meet these 
costs a contribution (£5 per household is the suggested sum) can be 
made in cash or cheque (payable to PCC Cretingham) to either of our 
Churchwardens (see inside cover) or by internet banking direct to 
our account at Lloyds (Sort code 30-99-85; Account number 
00038145;  Account name PCC Cretingham). Thank you. 
 

Royal British Legion Poppy Collection. Over a period of many years, 
first Peter Mays and then Liz Jackson, conducted the house-to-house 
collection across our village in early November on behalf of the Royal 
British Legion Poppy Appeal. I have undertaken the task over the last 
couple of years but am unable to do so in future. Is there a volunteer 
– perhaps someone with armed services connections – who would 
be prepared to undertake this task which needs to be done in the 
three weeks leading up to Remembrance Sunday (12th November 
this year)? I look forward to hearing from you.  Alister.  685335 

Flower and Cleaning Rota 2023 

  Altar Flowers Cleaning 

June Mrs Sedgwick Vacant * 

July Mrs Walker Mrs Orford 

COFFEE & CHAT 
St. Peters Church, Cretingham                                        

10.30am – 12noon                                    
on Thursday 15th June 

OPEN TO EVERYONE from any village … just bring yourself    
for a cup of coffee/tea and biscuit. 
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CRETINGHAM NOTES 

 

ST. PETERS PATRONAL FESTIVAL 
 

being held in St. Peters Church, Cretingham  
on Sunday 25th June—3pm 

 

The service starts at the later time of 3pm and will be a 
feast of popular hymns led by Revd Gary Best.   
The church will be decorated by our wonderful team of 
Flower Arrangers showing us the wonder of colours for 
Summer and each one exhibiting a cup and saucer that has 
a special meaning. 
 

After the service there will be an opportunity to have a 
cup of tea in a beautiful china cup and saucer and par take 
of a scone with jam and cream on a china plate! 
 

We look forward to seeing everyone. 

Can you help?  
Our Annual Village Church Fete will take 

place on Saturday 15th July on Oak Corner 
in the afternoon. 

If you can help then please contact Alister 
01728 685335 or email Heather on 

                          heather.runacres@hotmail.co.uk. 
Huge thank you to those who have already                          

signed up to help!! 

June Services at St. Peters, Cretingham. 

11th June – 10am Morning Prayer with Revd Kathleen Martin 

18th June – 10am Holy Communion with Revd Kathleen Martin 

25th June – 3pm Patronal Festival with Revd Gary Best 

mailto:heather.runacres@hotmail.co.uk
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MONEWDEN NOTES 

READERS FOR MARCH: June 11th - L. Grier, D. Grier. 

100 CLUB WINNERS:  

April - £25 B. Chamberlain; £15 R. Aitchinson; £10 D. Mumford.  

May - £25 P. Grier; £15 Lisa Grier; £10 S. Rose. 

CORONATION AFTERNOON: This event held at the village hall on 
Coronation Monday and consisting of afternoon tea, followed by 
barbecue and pop up pub was a great get together for the village to 
celebrate this historic event. I am informed that the attendance was 
in the high 50s, which is about 50 per cent of the village population.         
It was a great success and credit, and many thanks, must go to all          
the people in involved in the planning and running of the afternoon.                 
A real Monewden event! 

Our next COFFEE MORNING will be on Saturday, June 17th from              
10am onwards. Coffee, tea, breakfast rolls and bacon rolls will be 
served. Come and join us, this monthly event is now very popular.  
The 100 Club draw prizes for June will be drawn at this event. 

PCC: There will be a meeting of Monewden PCC on Wednesday,        
July 19th at 7.30pm. The meeting will be hosted by D. Grier. 

 

DATE FLOWERS            

AND BRASSES 

CLEANING SIDESPERSON COFFEE 

June 4th 
Benefice Service 

St. Mary’s Church, Dallinghoo - 10am 

June 11th S. Kingston 
F. Watts &            

C. Saxby 
D. Grier L. Grier 

June 18th  J. Vonberg   

June 25th M. Gibson J. Vonberg L. Grier W. Heath 
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MONEWDEN NOTES 

OPEN GARDEN MOAT HOUSE MONEWDEN  

 CANCELLED  -  Saturday 24th June 

Due to a change in circumstances, unfortunately the open garden 
at Moat House on 24th June has had to be cancelled for this year. 

THANK YOU 
‘Margaret Skeet, James and Nicola would like to thank all those            

in the Benefice who have offered their kind support to them      

since Neville’s passing, it has been a great comfort. 

Thankyou also to Revd Kathleen for giving such an uplifting service 

to celebrate his life, and to all those who came along                           

to remember him.’ 

LUNCHTIME BARBECUE  

at Firs Farm  

on Sunday June 4th at 1pm  

 

Tickets, priced at £10, under 11s free,  

are available from Brian Martin (01473 737285)  

or David Grier (01473 737298).  
 

The pop up pub will be in attendance. 

There will be various attractions during                  

the afternoon.  

In aid of Monewden Church funds. 
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MONEWDEN NOTES 
 

Neville William Skeet 

Sadly, Neville died at home on 12th March aged 79.  Neville’s 
health had deteriorated over the last two years but with the 
devoted help of Margaret and carers he had been able to stay              
at home, at Marke Cottage, with Margaret. 

Neville began his life with his parents, William and Peggy, in Otley 
where William set up a haulage business.  Neville started school            
at Otley, then moved on to Ipswich School.  Neville excelled                  
at running while at Ipswich School and became a cross country 
champion. 

When Neville left school he went straight to work for his father in 
the haulage business.  He said he never considered doing anything 
else, he gained his HGV license, learned how to build and repair 
engines and how to run the business.  Neville organized the 
movement of many abnormal loads – which was the speciality              
of W T Skeet Haulage.  The company moved the highest and widest 
load to be moved in Suffolk, this was the “mustard pot” from 
Mendlesham to Needham Market, where it still stands today,            
and is now a working vet’s practice. 

Neville and Margaret married in 1965 and moved to Ipswich where 
they became proud parents to James and Nicola.   

Neville also had a passion for rallying which he started in the early 
seventies with a Mini Cooper, he was a competitive driver and 
moved onto a Cosworth powered Ford Escort, which he entered 
into the Lombard RAC Rally for two years running.  He had his share 
of spills, but was always back at work on Monday morning, 
whatever his injuries. 

Neville retired from rallying in the early 80’s, which gave him and 
Margaret and the family the opportunity to fulfil his travel dreams. 

The family moved to Marke Cottage in Monewden in 1988,                    
and quickly fitted into village life in the community, which often 
involved social functions.  Neville would always be the first to 



15 

 

MONEWDEN NOTES 
 

volunteer for the washing up, and could always be seen at the sink! 

In 1995 Neville became a proud Grandpa for the first time to 
Lauren, followed by Kristin, Yasmine and Leon.  They all loved him 
dearly and have many memories of happy times spent with him. 

We all remember Neville as Mr Reliable and Dependable, quietly 
going about whatever needed doing, he would never let you down 
if he had to agreed to do something, whether it be cutting the 
church hedge, cutting grass or with the church Spring clean and all 
the other jobs which fall upon the churchwarden, which is a post 
he held for twelve years.  

Neville was a good friend and a much loved member of this 
community and is greatly missed by us all.                       Brian Martin  

Charsfield and Dallinghoo Women's Institute 

We invite you to join us or visit us and enjoy 
interesting speakers, friendly company           
and excellent catering!  

Our meetings are held at either Dallinghoo 
village hall (in the summer) or Charsfield 
village hall (in the winter) on the second 

Monday of the month       at 7.45pm. 
Guests and new members are always welcome - for more 
information contact the President, Maureen Arbon 
at thearbons@btinternet.com or 01473 737346 
We would love to have some new members join us.                       
Give us a try, come along as a guest and see what we're like! 
Planned Speakers for the next two months are: 

12th June - Dallinghoo Village Hall 7.45pm  
The Fatal Attraction - Dr John Speight 
10th July - Dallinghoo Village Hall 7.45pm  
Anglo Saxon Textiles at Sutton Hoo - Sue Moss 

mailto:thearbons@btinternet.com
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 EARL SOHAM BOWLS CLUB 
Earl Soham Bowls Club members play            

every Saturday afternoon from 22 April            

until 23 September 2023 at the bowling green 

(opposite John Hutton Butchers) at 2.30pm. 

We are looking for new members to join.    

No previous experience necessary so, if you 

would like to come along one Saturday afternoon and have a go, 

you would be most welcome. 

If you have any further questions, please contact: 

Martin Dorey (Club Secretary) on telephone: 01728 684880,  

or email: martin.dorey58@btinternet.com 

SUFFOLK PLANT MACHINERY 
Your local friendly plant machinery hire company based in 

Brundish Nr Framlingham with 20 years experience in machinery 

hire and Bobcat sales. 

We offer a full range of diggers from micro 1-ton 

machines to gain access through doorways to 6-8 

ton machines for larger jobs, dumpers, skid steer 

loaders, mini telehandlers and specialised 

attachments for the machines. 

• Prompt friendly service at a sensible price 

• We can offer self-drive or with experiencedoperators. 

• We can offer full delivery and collection service 

for machines if required. 

• No job too small or too big and advice given if 

needed. 

We also have full workshop facilities for repairs 

and servicing of any machines.  

Please call to discuss your requirements on 01379 384977.  

Email office@suffolkplantmachinery.co.uk 

about:blank
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LETHERINGHAM NOTES 

Mardles 
We were delighted to welcome local and very experienced 
beekeeper Michael Doy to Easton and Letheringham Village Hall  
on Monday 20th March for our very first Mardle of 2023. Michael 
gave all present a very interesting insight into the life of honey 
bees - his lovely storytelling and engaging personality 
had us all captivated! 
 

Our Mardle on 24th April was equally entertaining and interesting, 
as John Hammond, St Elizabeth’s Hospice Ambassador, recalled 
many stories of interesting, unusual and strange items that had 
been donated since he and his wife had become regular volunteers 
at the St Elizabeth Hospice Martlesham Heath Retail Centre.           
John also recalled how important the work of the Hospice is in the 
local community.  We were all enthralled by his light hearted talk. 

CRAFTSMANSHIP IN SILVER 

A Short Overview of 
The Silversmith’s Craft 

 Presented by Graeme Sagar 

Easton and Letheringham Village Hall 

Monday 12th June - 7pm 
Entrance £10 to include glass of wine and nibbles. 

All proceeds to Letheringham St.Mary’s restoration fund 

Letheringham Parish Council 
 

Following the May 4th local elections, Letheringham Parish Council is up and 

running again. Terence Carlin has agreed to act as Clerk on a voluntary basis  

until a new clerk can be recruited.  

He can be contacted by e-mail at letheringham@btinternet.com.   

Or you can contact any of the five councillors directly if you wish  

to discuss anything.  

They are: Jan McNeil, Trevor Gill, Andrew Maskery,  

Malcolm Ross and Paul Clarke. 



18 

 

LETHERINGHAM NOTES 
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LETHERINGHAM NOTES 

Concert at St.Mary’s Letheringham - Sunday 16th July 6.30pm 
We are delighted to announce that  

Musica Antica Rotherhithe will be performing ‘I Ritratti’ 
A programme of arias and cantatas by two of the most prolific 
female composers of the 17th Century: Barbara Strozzi and Antonia 
Bembo alongside music by their teacher Francesco Cavalli, and 
violin sonatas by the renowned convent composer Isabella 
Leonarda. 
Tickets £15 purchased via www.musicaantica.org.uk/ritratti-suffolk 
or Ticket Office: 01728 747449. All proceeds to The Priory Church 
of St.Mary’s Letheringham Restoration Fund. 

An opportunity to experience Taizé style worship, 
on Wednesday, 21 st June, 6.30pm, 

Priory Church, St Mary’s, Letheringham  
 

All are welcome to experience a reflective service in the  

style of Taizé worship, with scripture, prayer, silence and singing 

Taizé chants. The chants, words from scripture and psalms,                  

are short simple tunes repeated over and over. In all, the service 

lasts about fifty minutes.  
 

Midsummer Day at Priory Church, Letheringham, in our Mid Loes 

Benefice lends itself to a time for spiritual tranquillity. The name 

Taizé comes from a tiny French village hidden away 

in the hills of Burgundy. It was there, in 1940 that Brother Roger, 

aged 25, formed an ecumenical community whose prayer, three 

times each day, was at the centre of their life. 
 

Today, Taizé is a place to which visitors of all ages  

and backgrounds go on pilgrimage, to 

participate in international meetings of prayer and reflection. 

Revd Wendy Gourlay 
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 Services for June 2023 

Key to Service Leader: GB = Revd Gary Best; KM = Revd Kathleen Martin;   

WG = Revd Wendy Gourlay;  APW = Amber Pearce Williams, Lay Elder;   

CW = Churchwarden; VB = Veda Berriman, Reader. 

Benefice Mid-Week Service 

From Wednesday 14th June, there will be a  

Benefice Holy Communion Service  

taking place at St. Mary’s Church, Dallinghoo, at 10.30am. 
 

This service will then take place every Wednesday  

at St. Mary’s, Dallinghoo. 
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 Bible Readings for June 2023 

Date Readings Psalm 

June 4th 
Trinity Sunday 

2 Corinthians 13: 11-end 

Matthew 28: 16-end  

8 

 

June 11th Romans 4: 13-end 

Matthew 9: 9-13, 18-26 

33: 1-12 

 

June 18th 
Father’s Day 

Romans 5: 1-8 

Matthew 9: 35-10:8 

116: 9-17 

June 25th Romans 6: 1b-11 

Matthew 10: 24-39 

86: 1-10 
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CHARSFIELD WITH DEBACH NOTES 
 

Coronation Cream Tea 

Charsfield Church hosted a Coronation 

Cream Tea event for the village on the 

Sunday of the Coronation weekend and 

David Irlande organised some choral 

entertainment by Charsfield Choir. This was 

very well attended with about 80 people 

over the afternoon. It was a very sociable 

occasion, and the singing was much enjoyed, 

along with the cream scones and cakes.          

We also raised £326 for ‘The Prince’s Countryside Fund’ which 

helps farming families and rural communities, which the PCC 

thought was an appropriate charity to support on the Coronation 

weekend. Many thanks to all the helpers with the catering and 

clearing up and to David and the choir for all the hard work and 

rehearsal time that they had put in, especially having sung at the 

Benefice Service at Ashfield that morning. Also, to Roger Pulham 

for his accompaniment on the organ. 

Cream Teas  

Charsfield Church 

3-5pm  

Second Sunday of  

June (11th);  July (9th);   

August (13th);  September (10th) 

All proceeds to church funds 
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CHARSFIELD WITH DEBACH NOTES 

A note from St Peter’s PCC 

Thank you to everyone who supported our Coffee Morning                           
at Hill Farm on Friday 12 May. 

We raised £475.00 despite the awful weather. Particular thanks go to 
the stall holders, especially those under the gazebo who got pretty wet 
and cold! Despite reduced attendance, probably due to the rain, it was 
a most enjoyable occasion with delicious coffee and cake/s and superb 

bargains of every description. 

Thank you to all the contributors, those who came and spent their 
money and to those who so generously gave donations. 

Cleaning Rota June 2023 

June 4th June 18th 

Sheila & Pauline Stephanie & Margaret 

Flower Rota June 2023 

June 3rd June 10th June 17th June 24th 

Gill Winkworth Linda Stratton Linda Stratton Pauline Llewellyn 

Church Rotas 

Date Readers Sides person  

4th June—10am 

Benefice Holy Communion 

Benefice Holy Communion, Dallinghoo. 

All Welcome! 

11th June 
Please check the Magazine for details of 

services elsewhere in the Benefice 

18th June - 6.30pm  

Evening Prayer 

Gill 

Margaret 
Margaret 

25th June—10am 

Holy Communion 

Mike 

Antony 
Antony 
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CHARSFIELD WITH DEBACH NOTES 
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As many of our children and grandchildren enter the summer exam 

term, it provides an opportunity to reflect upon what skills and 

qualifications are now needed for young people entering the world 

of work.  

The Prime Minister recently announced that in future, all children 

will need to study maths until age 18. Although compulsory maths 

until the age of 18 does not, initially, feel very attractive, I believe 

we can change perceptions of the subject. Applying maths skills in 

the real world is essential in all jobs and walks of life and offers an 

increase in self-confidence that will serve our children well 

throughout their lives. 

As a regular visitor to schools across our area, I am proud of the 

hard work that goes into supporting our children. During a recent 

visit to Kesgrave High School, I was asked some excellent questions 

by a student around encouraging young women to take up Science, 

Tech, Engineering and Maths (STEM) qualifications and retaining 

that talent for lifelong careers in Suffolk. 

It has become clear to me that our young people care deeply about 

achieving net zero, and I am pleased that along with sixth forms, 

we have a wide range of educational settings here that offer these 

qualifications, such as Suffolk New and Suffolk Rural. Our schools 

and colleges have strong relationships with local businesses and 

are already seeking opportunities for our young people with 

Sizewell C. 

Suffolk’s Energy Coast is internationally recognised as excellent in 

producing and delivering sustainable, clean energy solutions, 

offering great careers and underpinning economic growth here in 
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The deadline for contributions to the 

JULY 2023 edition is 

SUNDAY 18th JUNE 
Anything sent after this date will not be included. 

Suffolk and across the UK. We have one of the driest climates in 

England with longer hours of daily sunshine and miles of coastline, 

so it is seen as the perfect location for solar energy and of course, 

offshore wind.  

I have reservations about the proposals for Sizewell C, but until we 

can find better ways of storing the electricity produced by 

renewable sources, nuclear power remains an important form of 

electricity production. We are all striving to be more 

environmentally conscious and nuclear energy has the advantage 

of being carbon neutral and so reduces reliance on fossil fuels.   

Maths underpins achievement in all STEM subjects which are key 

to supporting the growth in jobs in Suffolk’s energy industry. 

Thanks to Suffolk’s leading role in the nuclear and renewables 

sector, our young people can play their part in building a brighter, 

greener future, but let’s not forget that maths is useful in all walks 

of life. Young people will one day need to manage household 

budgets, understand mobile phone contracts and arrange 

mortgages. These skills are workplace transferable, and we must 

not fail our children when it comes to confidence in maths both for 

their own lives and in safeguarding a strong economic future for 

the country. 

I am incredibly proud of everything we have to offer young people, 

here in Suffolk. I couldn’t think of a better place to live and work, 

and I wish all our students all the very best for their exams and 

hopefully some outstanding results to come.  
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ASHFIELD NOTES 
 

ST MARY'S CHURCH 
 

Pastoral Quire 

On Saturday 13th May we were delighted to welcome the 'Pastoral 

Quire' to Ashfield Church for an evening of Madrigals and Bird 

Song. A most enjoyable evening was had by all present. During the 

interval drinks and canapés were served. I am pleased to say that 

as a result the evening raised over £430 for church funds. If anyone 

would like to find out more about the Pastoral Quire please contact 

Tim Artiss [Choirmaster] at Poplars, Ashfield for more information. 

 

Churchwarden 

We are delighted to report that Robert Grimsey has been elected  

to serve another year as Churchwarden. Robert will continue 

to  fulfil the obligations of this office to the best of his ability. 

 

170th Birthday 

On 30th August 2023 it will be 170 years to the day since Lord 

Henniker laid the foundation stone of the church building that now 

serves as Ashfield Parish Church. The previous building had fallen 

into ruins in the late 1700's. More details of a celebration to mark 

this occasion will be posted in the next edition.                              RG. 
 

ASHFIELD-cum-THORPE PARISH COUNCIL 

Following the recent uncontested Parish Council Election the 'new' 

Council met on 15th May. Robert Grimsey was proposed to be 

Chairman for the ensuing year. At present we have just four 

Councillors and in an ideal world would like all seven seats to be 

filled! If you or someone you may know would like to join the 

Council please do not hesitate to contact any standing Councillor   

or the Clerk. 
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ASHFIELD NOTES 
 

On behalf of the whole parish I would like to take this opportunity 

to thank outgoing Councillors  following the recent elections in 

particular Ruth Hart who served as a Parish Councillor for a 

number of years and Kathie Guthrie who was our District 

Councillor for something like sixteen years. I am pleased to be able 

to report that Ruth and Des will continue to look after the 

defibrillator for us.                                                                                 RG. 
 

 

Contributions to the Magazine 
Please note that any contributions to the magazine need to be sent to the following              

e-mail address: midloesmagazine@gmail.com 

If you wish to discuss the magazine, please contact 

Revd Gary Best - 01728 685 550 

MAGAZINE COPY DEADLINE DATES  

FOR THE REMAINDER OF 2023 
 

ISSUE     COPY DEADLINE 

July 2023     Sunday 18th June 

August-September 2023   Sunday 23rd July 

October 2023    Sunday 17th September 

November 2023    Sunday 22nd October 

Dec 2023-January 2024  Sunday 19th November 

PLEASE NOTE the double issues for  

August-September and December-January. 

mailto:midloesmagazine@gmail.com
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HOO NOTES 
 

ALISTAIR HEELEY 
Our former churchwarden, Perry Branton asked me to prepare a short 
piece to mark the passing of Alistair. 
We were very sorry to hear of the death of Alistair, who was a great 
friend of Hoo church for many years. He provided the lovely decorations 
for the church porch each year at harvest festival time, which Hoo 
church was well known for. The porch looked equally good at Easter and 
Christmas, again thanks to Alistair. When he was not well enough to 
walk up to the church, his son Stuart took the decorations for him. For 
many years Alistair undertook the flying of flags at Hoo Church on 
special days. These flags had been made at home by his wife Ruth. 
Thank you, Alistair, for all the love you showed our special church over 
many years. 

ERIC BRANTON 

Eric sadly passed away on 6 March 2023 at the age of ninety. As our PCC 
secretary Trevor, Eric’s nephew, so aptly put it, “For many years, Eric 
and Perry were an integral part of the church and village life of Hoo.” 
Eric was a great support to Perry during the many years she served as 
churchwarden in unison with Margaret (Doe), doing many maintenance 
and DIY jobs at the church. Trevor recalls the occasion when his father, 
Eric’s older brother by some years, called in on his way to Hoo church, 
announcing that he and Eric were going to clear the church gutters that 
afternoon. In response to a somewhat alarmed question as to why he 
was undertaking that sort of work at his age, Trevor’s father replied that 
he would be holding the ladder while Eric went up it! After all, Eric was 
the youngster, albeit he was in his seventies at the time! 
On a personal note, I feel very privileged to have known Eric for the last  
dozen or so years of his life. I have such happy memories of times spent 

ROGATION SERVICE 14 MAY 2023 

My thanks to the Revd Wendy Gourlay for a lovely Rogation Service                 

at Hoo church on the afternoon of 14 May. Our little church is an ideal 

setting for a service with a country theme and Wendy's words captured  

the mood perfectly. Thanks also to all who provided the delicious 

refreshments we enjoyed after the service. 
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HOO NOTES 
 
in his and Perry’s company, invariably in the kitchen at Elmtree Farm, 
Hoo. I was always made so welcome, and if I was a nuisance turning up 
unannounced while on one of my bike rides, Perry and Eric never let 
on, quite the reverse in fact. I would be given a large piece of one of 
Perry’s delicious cakes, while Eric would sit in the corner and chat 
about countryside matters and life in Hoo and the surrounding villages 
as it used to be. When I left, without fail, Eric would thank me for 
calling by, and he did so the last time I saw him, at Woodbridge Lodge 
in February.  
I introduced Perry and Eric to my late brother in law, who was also a 
farming man all his life. Eric and Eddie were very similar in age (they 
were born a couple of weeks apart, in 1932) and in character, quiet, 
unassuming and wonderful people. The two of them became good 
friends and I loved to hear them talk about rural life. Eric would begin 
the conversation with a question: “Do you remember …...”, “Did you 
know ……” or “Did you ever ……” and they were away. One of Eddie’s 
proudest moments was when he took over from Eric on David Doe’s 
tractor at the Bucklesham Tractor Rally and ploughed his first furrow 
on Suffolk soil at the age of 81. I can still picture Eric on that day, on 
the tractor, cap on his head and a broad smile on his face when we 
greeted him.  
Someone who was very fond of Eric told me once that he was like the 
grandfather she never had. That sums up Eric very well; a kind, modest 
man about whom people only had good things to say. Thank you, Eric, 
for your friendship and for all you did for the parish of Hoo over so 
many years. 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday 18 June 2023 – Hoo Hall Open Gardens, in aid of Hoo church, 

from 2pm to 5.30pm.  

Saturday 12 August 2023 – Annual Tea Party at the church, hopefully  

in the churchyard if the weather is fine. The theme for the event is                

“Find out about your church” and a donation from the proceeds will             

be made to the DEC.  
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OUR READERS ARE PLEASED TO HAVE LOCAL 

BUSINESSESS TO CONTACT WHEN THEY NEED 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES. 
If you would like to advertise in this magazine’s  

Directory of Local Businesses please contact Mrs. Caroline Saxby,                 

our advertising Manager who will be pleased to give you full details. 

 Get in touch with her by phoning  

01473 277146 or e-mailing: saxbies@hotmail.com 

S.G.Parker 
Painting & Decorating 

Interior & Exterior   
City & Guilds 

Over 30 years experience 
Reliable & friendly service 

For a free estimate 
Please call: 

01728685980 or 07572966167 

 

Gull Cottage 

Cattery 

A safe, peaceful and attractive 

rural retreat, exclusively for 

cats, where cuddles are 

guaranteed. 

Dallinghoo, Woodbridge, 

Suffolk IP13 0LT 

Contact 

Lawrence & Juliet Frohn 

Tel: 01473 737 450 
 

E-mail: cats@gullcottagecattery.co.uk 

www.gullcottagecattery.co.uk 

M 07899 696507 

E willfrohn@icloud.com 

wfbrickwork 

BRICKWORK - BLOCKWORK  

REPOINTING - PATHS 

LANDSCAPING  -  PAVING   

PATIOS  -  RENDERING 
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Repair, Full Restoration or Simple 

Mechanical Resuscitation for all makes 

of bicycle 

Specialising in British Made Bicycles 

from 1950-1990 

For Information & Advice Call:  

07954 341972 
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Oak Corner Garden Care 

Alan Sutcliffe 

Garden Care 

Qualified lawn specialist with 30yrs as a 

head greenkeeper 

All types of garden work undertaken, 

fully insured, reliable and friendly service. 

3 Oak Corner, Cretingham, Woodbridge 

Alan.sutcliffe33@gmail.com 

07795368768 

 

 

 

 

 

Contributions to the Magazine 
Please note that any contributions to the magazine need to be sent to the 

following e-mail address:  

midloesmagazine@gmail.com 

Ruth May 
Chartered Physiotherapist 

Pilates Classes 
Charsfield Village Hall 

 
 

ruth.may.pilates@gmail.com           

07985 600176 

If you wish to advertise in this 

space, please contact  

Caroline Saxby,  
Advertising Manager: 

Tel: 01473 277146  

E-mail: saxbies@hotmail.com 

mailto:midloesmagazine@gmail.com
about:blank
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TREES WANTED 
FOR FIREWOOD 

 

REMOVED PROFESSIONALLY 
FREE OF CHARGE 

 
ROBERT GRAY 
01473 737462 
07788267311 

        LOCAL WINDOW CLEANER  
I am a registered sole trader and have 
been cleaning windows over 15 years 
I offer a conscientious service and do 

insides as well if required. Conservato-
ries and windows above them can be 

done too. 
Feel free to give me a call and arrange 

a free quote. 
call Kevin Saunders on 07549147871 

Yew Tree Court 
Framlingham Road, Earl Soham 

For Sale 
Serviced Plots to Build Own  

Business Premises 
For details contact Bruce Hinton 

Tel: 01728 685060 
Mobile: 07711 016664 

brucehinton@suffolkonline.net 

Graham Fowler 
Painter & Decorator 

 

For reliable, professional work at very 

reasonable prices. 

Also available for all those small jobs 

around the house that no one else wants 

to come out and do. 

For a free quote call now on 
01728 685 448 

07798832636 
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Need h  

If you wish to advertise in this 
space, please contact           

Caroline Saxby,                  
Advertising Manager: 

Tel: 01473 277146  

E-mail: saxbies@hotmail.com 

Brian Davey -  

Property Maintenance 
 

Painting & Decorating, Drives, Patios, 

Garden Walls and all repair work 

 

Local Business - covering Hoo, 

Framlingham & Woodbridge Areas 

 

Telephone (Hoo) 01473 737748 

DAVID HANNATT 
Home: 01473 333268 

Mob: 07899 288546 

Email: davidhannatt@gmail.com 
PAINTING AND DECORATING 

CERAMIC TILES 
GENERAL GARDENING 

& GRASS CUTTING 
FREE ESTIMATES 
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CARAVAN/BOAT STORAGE 

PRIVATE  CONTAINER 

STORAGE 

CONTAINER OFFICE/

WORKROOM TO LET 

CL CARAVAN SITE 
Telephone Mike Lloyds 

07764515100 

8CW WINDOW CLEANING 
For all your window cleaning needs, 

regular or one-off. 
Well established window cleaner  

who also cleans and clears gutters, 

fascia's & conservatories. 
Simon Burton  

www.8CW.co.uk  simon@8CW.co.uk 

 07515 733 600 

Earl Soham Business Centre 
TO LET 

Offices, Workshops and Storage for  

Individuals and Small Businesses 
 

For details contact Bruce Hinton 

Tel: 01728 685 060 

Mobile: 07711 016664 

brucehinton@suffolkonline.net 

www.earlsohambusinesscentre.co.uk 

 

 

 

If you wish to advertise in this 

space, please contact  

Caroline Saxby,  
Advertising Manager: 

Tel: 01473 277146  

E-mail: saxbies@hotmail.com 

http://www.8CW.co.uk
mailto:simon@8CW.co.uk
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USEFUL CONTACTS 

Clerks to Parish Councils  

Ashfield Mrs Sarah Clare 
E-mail:  actpc.clerk@gmail.com 
Tel: 01449 781671 

Charsfield Pamela Hembra 
E-mail:  charsfieldparishcouncil@gmail.com 
Tel: 01473 737655 

Cretingham Acting Clerk : Caroline Saxby 
E-mail:  cmhparishcouncil@gmail.com 
Tel:   

Dallinghoo Chris Ling 
E-mail: Dallinghoo.parish@outlook.com 
Tel:  07963305205 

Earl Soham Guy Harvey 
E-mail:  espcclerk@gmail.com 
Tel: 01728 685729 

Hoo Caroline Saxby (see Cretingham above) 

Letheringham David Allan 
E-mail: letheringham@btinternet.com 
07411 277784 

Monewden Caroline Saxby (see Cretingham above) 

Village Hall/Community Centre Booking Secretaries: 

Ashfield Geoff Henney 
Tel: 07507 040041 
Email: sueandgeoffhenney@hotmail.co.uk 

Charsfield Website: www.charsfieldvillagehall.org.uk 
Email:  enquiries@charsfieldvillagehall.org.uk 
Or Tel:  07935 445193 

Dallinghoo Mr Chris Pennington 
Tel:  01473 737 836 

Earl Soham Lorna Perkins 

Tel:   07961 606647   

Email: esvhbookings@gmail.com 

Monewden Sian Kingston 
Tel:  07887606717 
Email: sian@rskingston.com 
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Village Organisations 

ASHFIELD Community Council Ms Sam Thomas 07985 807683 

“ Ladies Group Mrs Susan Hansen 01728 685 738 

CHARSFIELD CEVC Primary School Mr Mark Taylor 01473 737 347 

“ WI Secretary Mrs Rosalin Baley 01473 737171 

“ Rec. Ground Com Mrs Jan Pedgrift 01473 737 701 

“ Tennis Club charsfieldrgtennis@yahoo.com 

“ Flower Show Secretary Mrs Pip Smith 01473 277166 

“ Village Hall Pam Hembra  
committee@charsfieldvillagehall.org.uk 

CRETINGHAM 100 Club Mr Alister Gourlay 01728 685 335 

DALLINGHOO Rec. Ground Com. Mr Derek Spall 01473 737 565 

“ Carpet Bowls Club Mr Cliff Green 01473 737 421 

“ Village Hall Com. Mr Derek Spall 01473 737 565 

EARL SOHAM FO St. Mary’s Mr John Stott 01728 861 340 

“ Primary School Mrs Jen Carlyle 01728 685 359 

“    

“ WI Secretary Mrs Daphne Dale 01728 621 292 

“ Village Hall Com. Mrs Susie Starke 01728 684 385 

“ 100 Club Christopher Pratt 01728 685 745 

“ Tennis Club Mrs Mary Patterson 01728 685 362 

“ Bowls Club Martin Dorey 01728 684880 

“ Scouts/Cubs/Beavers Mrs J. Lovett 01728 723 712 

“ Carpet Bowls Club Chris Pratt 01728 685745 

 
 

Allotment/Gardeners 
Association 

Mrs Susie Starke 
Mrs Janice Meakin 

01728 684385 
07921 263632 
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 WHO’S WHO IN THE BENEFICE (Continued from inside front cover)  

 EARL SOHAM  

Churchwardens 

—– 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Dr. John Elmore, Hill Farm, Earl Soham 

 

Mrs. Mavis Kerridge, The Malt House, Earl Soham 

Christopher Pratt, Waters Edge, Low Road, E. Soham 

01728 685 814 

—- 
01728 685 700 

01728 685 745 

 HOO  

Churchwardens  

“ 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Vacancy 

 

Mr.Trevor Branton, The Poplars, Pound Hill, Dallinghoo 

Mr Francis Whitbread  Archers Keep  Butts Ln  Deben-

ham  fwhitbread57@gmail.com 

 

 

01473 737 246 

07788 563827 

 LETHERINGHAM  

Churchwardens 

—– 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Vacancy 

 

 

Terence Carlin.  Email terence.carlin@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

01728 746480 

 MONEWDEN  

Churchwardens 

“ 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

David Grier, Northgates, Monewden 

Mr Brian Martin, Firs Farm, Monewden 

Mrs. Caroline Saxby, Maple Ho, Rookery Rd. Mon’den 

David & Lesley Grier, Northgates, Monewden 

01473 737 298 

01473 737 285 

01473 277 146 

01473 737 298 

 CHARSFIELD BAPTIST CHAPEL  

Leader/

Evangelist 

Secretary/

Treasurer 

Deacon 

John Green,  The Manse, The Street, Charsfield 

 

Mary Rowe, 15 Broad Road, Wickham Market 

 

Philip Read, 2, Owners Cottages, Hall Road, Charsfield 

01473 737861 

 

O1728 582243 

 

01473 737372 

 

   

In order to keep this information up to date  

please inform the Editor of changes as they occur.  

midloesmagazine@gmail.com 

The Deadline for contributions to the  

JULY 2023  edition is  

SUNDAY 18TH JUNE 



 

 


